iSo               PEASANT LIFE IN CHINA

The people have to learn what is the corresponding
date for each section in different years. For instance
in the above table, the first Li Ch'un is on the i3th
of the ist month and the second is on the 23rd of the
I2th month. Therefore it is also "correct to say that
the lunar calendar regulates the sequence of work of
the people through the Chieh system.

The villagers do not arrange their calendar them-
selves. They simply follow the published calendar
in the form of a little red booklet bought from the
town. The principle of these systems is not under-
stood by them. They even do not know where the
calendar is issued and who is the authority. Since the
government prohibited the traditional calendar, publi-
cation of these booklets has been illegal. I was not
able to find out who was the publisher responsible.

The government's action had not in any sense
affected the popularity and prestige of the booklet.
It is to be found in any house and in most cases it is
the only book in the house. It is usually put on the
stove before the kitchen god, and regarded as a kind
of amulet. It is consulted not only for arranging work
but also for various social activities and personal
affairs. In the booklet, each day has a column indi-
cating those things which ar$ lucky or unlucky. For
illustration I give a few columns below :

March ist (1936), Sunday ; 8th of 2nd month.

Birthday of Chang Ta Ti (God of flood).

Good for: Offering sacrifice, praying, asking for posterity,
making petitions, visiting relatives, trading, ac-
cepting office, arranging marriage, offering
marriage gifts, weddings, entering new houses,
changing lodging, tailoring, mending buildings,
laying foundations, fixing beams, mending store-
roomSjOpening market,making contracts, opening
storerooms, planting, breaking soil, burying dead.